High-resolution MR technique allowing visualization of the course of the inferior alveolar nerve along cystic processes.
Magnetic resonance imaging is not established in the preoperative diagnosis of mandibular cystic lesions; therefore, no attempts have been made thus far to evaluate the course of the mandibular neurovascular bundle along the process. However, the radiologist can detect the neurovascular bundle along the cystic lesion by high-resolution MR imaging and convey this information to the maxillofacial surgeon. This reduces the risk of intraoperative damage of the nerve. The examination of the neurovascular bundle can easily be integrated in a tumor MRI protocol of the jaw if the slice orientation is adapted to the course of the mandibular canal.